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Federal Acquisition Regulation 31.001

31.000 Scope of part. 
This part contains cost principles 

and procedures for (a) the pricing of 
contracts, subcontracts, and modifica-
tions to contracts and subcontracts 
whenever cost analysis is performed 
(see 15.404–1(c)) and (b) the determina-
tion, negotiation, or allowance of costs 
when required by a contract clause. 

48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 51271, Sept. 30, 1997]

31.001 Definitions. 
As used in this part— 
Accrued benefit cost method means an 

actuarial cost method under which 
units of benefits are assigned to each 
cost accounting period and are valued 
as they accrue; i.e., based on the serv-
ices performed by each employee in the 
period involved. The measure of nor-
mal cost under this method for each 
cost accounting period is the present 
value of the units of benefit deemed to 
be credited to employees for service in 
that period. The measure of the actu-
arial accrued liability at a plan’s in-
ception date is the present value of the 
units of benefit credited to employees 
for service prior to that date. (This 
method is also known as the unit cred-
it cost method without salary projec-
tion.) 

Accumulating costs means collecting 
cost data in an organized manner, such 
as through a system of accounts. 

Actual cash value means the cost of 
replacing damaged property with other 
property of like kind and quality in the 
physical condition of the property im-
mediately before the damage. 

Actual costs means (except for subpart 
31.6) amounts determined on the basis 
of costs incurred, as distinguished from 
forecasted costs. Actual costs include 
standard costs properly adjusted for 
applicable variances. 

Actuarial accrued liability means pen-
sion cost attributable, under the actu-
arial cost method in use, to years prior 
to the current period considered by a 
particular actuarial valuation. As of 
such date, the actuarial accrued liabil-
ity represents the excess of the present 
value of future benefits and adminis-
trative expenses over the present value 
of future normal costs for all plan par-
ticipants and beneficiaries. The excess 

of the actuarial accrued liability over 
the actuarial value of the assets of a 
pension plan is the unfunded actuarial 
liability. The excess of the actuarial 
value of the assets of a pension plan 
over the actuarial accrued liability is 
an actuarial surplus and is treated as a 
negative unfunded actuarial liability. 

Actuarial assumption means an esti-
mate of future conditions affecting 
pension cost; e.g., mortality rate, em-
ployee turnover, compensation levels, 
earnings on pension plan assets, and 
changes in values of pension plan as-
sets. 

Actuarial cost method means a tech-
nique which uses actuarial assump-
tions to measure the present value of 
future pension benefits and pension 
plan administrative expenses, and that 
assigns the cost of such benefits and 
expenses to cost accounting periods. 
The actuarial cost method includes the 
asset valuation method used to deter-
mine the actuarial value of the assets 
of a pension plan. 

Actuarial gain and loss means the ef-
fect on pension cost resulting from dif-
ferences between actuarial assump-
tions and actual experience. 

Actuarial valuation means the deter-
mination, as of a specified date, of the 
normal cost, actuarial accrued liabil-
ity, actuarial value of the assets of a 
pension plan, and other relevant values 
for the pension plan. 

Allocate means to assign an item of 
cost, or a group of items of cost, to one 
or more cost objectives. This term in-
cludes both direct assignment of cost 
and the reassignment of a share from 
an indirect cost pool. 

Compensated personal absence means 
any absence from work for reasons 
such as illness, vacation, holidays, jury 
duty, military training, or personal ac-
tivities for which an employer pays 
compensation directly to an employee 
in accordance with a plan or custom of 
the employer. 

Compensation for personal services 
means all remuneration paid currently 
or accrued, in whatever form and 
whether paid immediately or deferred, 
for services rendered by employees to 
the contractor. 
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